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The Official Newsletter of the Withlacoochee Rockhounds 


Peridot crystals became big news in June 2018, when news 
media worldwide reported that gemstones were falling from the 
sky on Hawaii's Big Island. 

Accompanying images showed smiling residents holding 
handfuls of small peridot crystals that they had gathered from 
the ground in a matter of minutes. The thought of gemstones 
free for the taking enticed many would-be collectors from 
mainland area's like the Peridot Mesa Gem Mine to drop 
everything and fly to Hawaii to get in on the action. 

These gemstones that fell from the sky were one of the olivine- 
group minerals that are common in Hawaii’s bedrock basalt. 
They were a component of the magma that the erupting Kilauea 
volcano had ejected into the air. While airborne, they had 
separated and “rained” onto the ground. While these green 
crystals did not have much gemological value, the media 
attention given to them triggered a worldwide spike in the sales 
of peridot jewelry. 

Peridot and diamonds are the only gemstones that form in the 
high temperatures and pressures of the Earth’s upper mantle. 
Peridot forms at depths of more than 25 miles and is transported 
to the surface in volcanic eruptions of deeply sourced, silica- 
poor magmas that solidify into basalt. 


The rarest type of peridot—and perhaps the 
rarest of all gems—is pallasitic peridot, also 
known as “palladot.” It occurs only in pallasites, 
a class of exceedingly rare stony-iron meteorites. 
Of the roughly 70,000 officially recognized 
meteorites, only 158 are pallasites. 

Pallasites are thought to have originated within 
small planets or large asteroids where molten 
nickel-iron cores contacted a semi-molten 
silicate mantle. When these planets and 
asteroids later collided, their fragments became 
meteors. 

When thinly sliced, polished, and backlit, they 
make eye-catching displays that resemble 
stained-glass windows. Pallasitic peridot is 
believed to have originally had a lime-green 
color that has since altered to a citrine-like 
golden yellow. 


Read the entire article at RockKNGem.com 


Clubhouse Address: 
3357 Susan Dr. 
Spring Hill, FL 34606 


Secretary's 
Report 


Minutes and More from Club Secretary - Melodye 
Steverson 


Withlacoochee Rockhounds 
Monthly Meeting - Minutes 
Date 7/10/2024 


The meeting was called to order by President 
Anthony Maffatone at 7:03pm. 

We all stood for the Pledge of Allegiance followed 
by a moment of silence. 

There were no new members to recognize. 

There were 5 guests in attendance: Myra Sunshine, 
Marty Dolobach, Rachel Maybee, Pati and David 
Montana. 

Hunter Mellring made a motion to accept the 
minutes of our June meeting as printed in the 
newsletter, Lauren Bell seconded. Passed by all 
members. 

Treasurer Janet Wheeler was absent, but had 
texted Secretary Steverson the totals of the club’s 
bank accounts. Secretary Steverson gave the 
Treasurer’s report. Lea Sherman made a motion to 
accept the Treasurer's report subject to audit. 
Seconded by Lauren Bell. Approved by all. 

President Maffatone began with the announcement 
that Duane Dunn and Judy Dunn were selected as 
the recipients of our 2024 William Holland School of 
Lapidary Arts scholarships. Congratulations! 

He continued, Treasurer Janet Wheeler was not in 
attendance because she had broken her 
hip and was unable to travel. She is doing well and 
expects to attend our August meeting. 

President Maffatone read a thank you card our club 
had received from the Geology student at USF who 
had been given a grant from our endowment fund. 
Some of the newer members did not know about the 
endowment for the Geology Department that our 
club has been funding for decades, so some of the 
long time members explained how it works. 

Vice President Steverson stated that long time 
member/Board member/newsletter editor, Mike 
Stone had contacted him to say that after his 
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partner, Peggy Burns, passed away, Mike 
moved back to Kentucky full time. He 
also said he had broken his hip, was in 
rehabilitation, and was doing as well as 
could be expected. He asked Michael to 
say “Hello” to all the club members who 
remembered him. 

There was discussion about the 
cutting/grinding/polishing machines the 
club owns for use by the members. 

Since the program for the night is 
Cabalot - cutting cabochons - the set 
rules were as follows: If you use a 
machine, you must remain and help clean 
the machine and put it away. Please put 
money in the “Machine use” box for 
maintenance of the wheels. 

No corundum is to be used on the wheels. 
For tonight, no agate either. If you 
haven't had cabochon training, you must 
be shown how to use the machines. 


Diane Hensley made a motion to adjourn 
the meeting, James Roush seconded, 
passed by all. 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:35pm. 


Minutes respectfully submitted by 
Secretary Melodye Steverson. 


Withlacoochee Rockhounds Board of 
Directors 

Meeting Minutes 

Date 7/17/2024 


Attending Board members; Anthony 
Maffatone, Michael Steverson, Melodye 
Steverson, Ralph Barber, Hunter Mellring 
and James Roush. 

Board meeting started at 6:42pm and was 
held via the Internet on Zoom. 


continued on page 7 


Rock Talk 


Turquoise is a mineral gemstone known for its striking 
blue-green coloration, often considered one of the 
oldest gemstones in human history. It has been revered 
by cultures across the globe for thousands of years, 
valued for its beauty and believed to possess various 
metaphysical properties. 

Kingman turquoise specifically refers to turquoise 
sourced from the Kingman Mine in Arizona, United 
States. This mine has been one of the largest and oldest 
turquoise mines in America, with a rich history dating 
back over a millennium. It has produced high-quality 
turquoise highly sought after by jewelry makers and 
collectors alike. 

The significance of Kingman turquoise lies in its unique 
color and quality. It typically exhibits a bright blue color 
with intricate matrix patterns, making it highly 
desirable for jewelry and art pieces. The mine has been 
an integral part of Native American culture, with the 
stone being used in traditional jewelry and artifacts for 
centuries. Today, Kingman turquoise continues to be 
prized for its beauty and cultural significance, 
representing a piece of American history and heritage. 
Turquoise is a secondary mineral formed by the 
chemical reaction of copper-rich water percolating 
through porous rocks containing aluminum and 
phosphorus minerals. It typically forms in arid regions 
where groundwater interacts with copper deposits, 
such as in desert climates. 
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The Kingman turquoise mine is located 
in northwestern Arizona, USA, near the 
city of Kingman. The geological setting of 
the mine is within the mineral-rich region 
of the Cerbat Mountains. Turquoise 
deposits in this area are associated with 
volcanic activity that occurred millions of 
years ago. 

The turquoise deposits in the Kingman 
mine primarily occur in veins and nodules 
within the host rock, which is typically a 
type of altered and fractured rhyolite or 
volcanic rock. These veins and nodules 
contain the turquoise mineral along with 
other associated minerals, such as 
chalcosiderite, quartz, and pyrite. 

The formation of turquoise in the 
Kingman mine likely occurred over 
millions of years through a process 
involving the percolation of copper-rich 
water through fractures and cavities in 
the host rock. As the water interacted 
with aluminum and phosphorus minerals 
present in the rock, it led to the formation 
of turquoise. 


Read the article at GeologyScience.com 


Cultured Pearle are Real Pearls 


A Basic Introduction to Culfured Freshwater Pearls 


Come join us at our August meeting for a "Basic Introduction to Cultured 
Freshwater Pearls - Cultured Pearls are Real Pearls". 

In a PowerPoint presentation, learn a little bit about cultured freshwater 
pearls. How they're nucleated, farmed and harvested. 

Then, all members will receive their own pearl kit containing a pearl bearing 
oyster and everything else you will need to shuck it, harvest the pearl and 
create a beautiful necklace to take home with you. 

This was a hugely popular program originally created by the Del Air 
Rockhounds in Southern California and brought to the Withlacoochee 
Rockhounds of Hernando County by our new member, Chris Ward. 

A fun program for sure and not to be missed! 
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Banded Agate 


Banded agate is a type of chalcedony quartz 
characterized by its unique banding patterns, which 
are formed by alternating layers of different colors 
and textures. 

These bands can vary in color, thickness, and clarity, 
creating mesmerizing patterns that are highly prized 
for their aesthetic appeal. 

The formation of banded agate occurs through a 
process called deposition, where silica-rich 
groundwater flows into cavities within rocks or 
volcanic formations. As the silica solution slowly 
crystallizes over time, it forms layers of microscopic 
quartz crystals, resulting in the distinctive banding 
patterns. These bands may be composed of various 
minerals and impurities, which contribute to the 
diverse range of colors and textures found in banded 
agate specimens. 

Banded agate holds significant cultural, spiritual, 
and metaphysical significance across different 
societies and belief systems. In many ancient 
cultures, it was revered for its supposed protective 
properties and was often used in amulets, talismans, 
and jewelry to ward off negative energies and 
promote harmony and balance. Additionally, banded 
agate is believed to enhance mental clarity, emotional 
stability, and physical strength, making it a popular 
choice for meditation and healing practices. 
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Beyond its metaphysical properties, banded 
agate is also highly valued for its ornamental 
beauty and has been used for decorative 
purposes in jewelry, sculpture, and architecture 
for centuries. Its exquisite banding patterns 
make each piece unique, adding a touch of 
elegance and sophistication to any setting. 

Banded agate exhibits a wide range of colors, 
patterns, and textures, leading to numerous 
types and varieties. Here are some of the most 
well-known types and varieties of banded 
agate: 

].Botswana Agate 

2.Brazilian Agate 

3.Crazy Lace Agate 

4.Moss Agate 

5.Blue Lace Agate 

6.Fire Agate 

7.Laguna Agate 

8.Plume Agate 


These are just a few examples of the diverse 
types and varieties of banded agate found 
worldwide. Each type exhibits its own unique 
characteristics, making banded agate a 
fascinating and highly collectible gemstone 
among lapidaries, jewelry designers, and 
enthusiasts. 


Read the article at GeologyScience.com 


Rock Talk 


Rainbow Lattice Sunstone 


Rainbow Lattice Sunstone is a captivating and 
rare gemstone known for its striking 
appearance and unique optical properties. This 
mineral is a variety of feldspar, a group of rock- 
forming minerals that can display a wide range 
of colors and optical phenomena. 

Rainbow Lattice Sunstone, however, stands out 
due to its distinct lattice-like pattern and its 
ability to exhibit a remarkable play of colors. 

Rainbow Lattice Sunstone is a type of feldspar 
gemstone, specifically a variety of oligoclase, 
that possesses a lattice-like pattern 
characterized by a series of parallel lines or 
grooves. What makes it truly exceptional is its 
ability to display a captivating play of colors, 
much like the phenomenon seen in precious 
Opals. 

Rainbow Lattice Sunstone is most renowned 
for its lattice pattern, which appears as a 
network of fine lines or grooves that crisscross 
through the stone. This pattern often resembles 
a grid or lattice, which is why it’s given its 
name. The colors within the lattice pattern can 
range from warm, earthy tones to vibrant reds, 


oranges, and yellows. 


The “rainbow” aspect of this gemstone’s 
name refers to its remarkable play of colors. 
When exposed to light, Rainbow Lattice 
Sunstone can exhibit a dazzling array of 
colors that seem to dance across its surface. 
This effect is often due to the presence of tiny 
inclusions or internal reflections within the 
lattice structure. 

Rainbow Lattice Sunstone is primarily found 
in some regions of the United States, 
including Oregon and Utah, and in other parts 
of the world like Australia and India. 

Due to its unique appearance and the play of 
colors it displays, Rainbow Lattice Sunstone is 
often used in the creation of exquisite jewelry 
pieces, including pendants, rings, and 
earrings. Its distinct lattice pattern adds a 
touch of sophistication to jewelry designs. 


Read the entire article at GeologyScience.com 


Field Trips 


"Note: The Withlacoochee Rockhounds Club does not sponsor field trips other than trips 
that are sanctioned by the SFMS (The Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies). 


Our club insurance is through SFMS and does not cover excursions not listed on their 
website as safe." 
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Page 6 


Rock Talk 


continued from page 2 


President Maffatone started the meeting by suggesting that our club open early on monthly 
meeting days for members to use the machines. Discussion ensued, with ideas and options 
being offered, mainly: Members wanting to use the machines would need to be trained on 
machine maintenance, and would have to set them up, use them properly, clean them, and put 
them away. Members would have to sign up to reserve a machine for the following month. A 
sign-up sheet will be available at the next meeting. 

Gem Show Co-chairman Ralph Barber stated that some of our returning vendors had not 
received their show applications due to bad emails. Between Ralph and VP Steverson, they will 
see that the vendors all get an application. 

President Maffatone suggested incentives for volunteers and teachers. After a long discussion 
with input from all present, it was decided to have members at the August meeting fill out a 
survey to determine the level of their interest in classes. This issue will be picked up again at 
the next Board meeting. 

President Maffatone said he had been asked why our club doesn’t do field trips anymore. 

It was pointed out that we never actually did club field trips, and cannot conduct “field trips” 
connected with the club because of insurance issues. This has always been the case as our club 
has always had insurance through the SFMS (Southeast Federation of Mineralogical Societies), 
and only trips sanctioned by the SFMS are covered. Members are always free to congregate 
anywhere they choose to mine or gather rocks or fossils. 

These trips are not set up through, nor covered by, the Withlacoochee Rockhounds or the SFMS. 


The meeting ended at 7:43pm. 
Respectfully submitted by Secretary Melodye Steverson 
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Our monthly club meeting is held at the Ke 
Weeki Wachee Senior Citizens Club, |* 
3357 Susan Dr, Spring Hill, FL 34606, on 
the 2nd Wednesday of each month 
from 7:00 t9 9:00 PM 
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the club wobsite. Rt will benefit both 
your business and our club. 


www.withlacoocheerockhounds.c 


Withlacoochee Rockhounds 
Purpose 
We are a non-profit organization whose purpose is to foster interest and promote knowledge of minerals, gems, fossils, lapidary arts, and earrth sciences, 
through regular meetings, informative programs, and workshops. PLUS, our annual gem, mineral and jewelry show. 
Membership is open to anyone sharing such interests. 
Dues 
Dues are $35.00 annually for adults, and $5.00 for children under 18 years of age. 


Club Meeting Location and Time 
Weeki Wachee Senior Citizens Center, 3375 Susan Dr in Spring Hill. Meetings are held the second Wednesday of the month at 7:00PM 


2024 Club Officers and Appointees 


President Anthony Maffatone 352.397.7694 anthonymaffatone@gmail.com 
Vice President Michael Steverson 407.376.5570 highlanderS6@gmail.com 
Secretary Melodye Steverson 352.683.9496 melodye@designsbymelodye.com 
Treasurer Janet Wheeler 727.938.3644 ceegiri@tampabay.rr.com 

Rock Talk Editor Michael Steverson 407.376.5570 highlanderS6@gmail.com 

Club Webmaster Michael Steverson 407.376.5570 highlander56@gmail.com 

Mailing Reporter Janet Wheeler 727.938.3644 ceegiri@tampabay.rr.com 
Audio/Visual Coordinator Michael Steverson 407.376.5570 highlanderS56@gmail.com 


Anthony Maffatone (President) Michael Steverson (Vice President) Melodye Steverson (Secretary) Janet Wheeler (Treasurer) 
Hunter Meliring Leslie Newberry Roger Wheeler James Roush (Appointed) Ralph Barber (Past President) 


Withlacoochee Rockhounds Rock Talk 


Bench Tips 
from Brad Smith 


Brad Smith's Bench Tips are a monthly feature of Rock Talk 


NEW MELTING DISH 


Anew melting dish or crucible must be given a protective coating of borax before its first use. 
Borax extends the life of the ceramic material. Once done, it generally does not have to be 
repeated. 


The procedure is straightforward. Heat the new melting dish to red with a large torch. You'll need 
plenty of heat. | use an acetylene/air Prest-O-Lite torch with a large #5 nozzle. 


When the dish is hot, sprinkle in a half teaspoon of borax, let it melt, and spread it with a carbon 
rod over all of the interior surface of the dish. Add more borax if needed. 


Sometimes you will have to hold the dish at an angle to coat the sides up to the rim. And don’t 
forget to coat the pouring spout itself. 


Learn New Skills with Brad's "How To Do It" Books 


/j 
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From The Editor 


Hello to all Withlacoochee Rockhounds 


It is I, your friendly neighborhood editor again. 


For our July meeting, we have the return of a HUGE club favorite - Cabelot! 
If you want to learn how to cut, and polish stones from some very talented club members, be sure to 
be at this one. We'll have multiple machines available for paid-up club members to use. 


For our August meeting, new member Chris Ward will be giving a two-part presentation on Cultured 
Pearls. The first part of the presentation will be a visual PowerPoint slide presentation to learn 
about Cultured Pearls. Then, in the second half of the presentation, all members will receive their 
own pearl kit with a pearl-bearing oyster, and the tools you will need to shuck the oyster, harvest 
the pearl, and create a beautiful necklace to take home. Thank you, Chris! 


If you would like to place a business card ad in the newsletter, please feel free to contact me, and 
we'll get you added to the next available issue. 


Additionally, if any of you have not received your newsletter or are not receiving my e-mail blasts 
(meetings, rock sales, etc.), please check your spam folder. If you are still not receiving them, please 
contact me, and let's make sure | have your correct e-mail address. 

Our Board would like our members to come up with suggestions for programs to be presented at 
our monthly meetings. What would you like to see? What would you like to learn? What would you 


like to know? Is there something you'd like to teach or present? You can help our club expand its 
educational repertoire. We'd love to hear from you all. 


Contact any Board member or bring your written suggestions to a meeting. 
Rock On!!! 


Club Phone Number - 352.587.2714 


Warning to Withlacoochee Rockhound Members 
During the last several months, illicit requests 
have been sent to members of various clubs in the US, 
including the Withlacoochee Rockhounds, asking members 
to purchase gift cards that would be used as donations to 
various organizations. 
These are SCAMS. 

Be advised that our club has never and will never ask 
members to buy gift cards or provide any form of 
monitary funds to anyone or any organization by 

phone call, email, or any other method of communication. 
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Rockhounds Advertisers 


Jewels by Jude 
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STONE JEWELRY 


bottle wind chimes 


Judith Birx 
Member of Withlacoochee Rockhounds 
Judithbirx@hotmail.com 


Natural Stone Jewelry , Wire Wrapping , 
Crystals , Beading 


352-587-1702 
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LIKE US ON FACEBOOK * e e 
om 6. Your Business Card Size Ad in Rock Talk 


The cost for non-club members to advertise their businesses in 


Gail's -G ift Hut Rock Talk is $10.00 per month. 
Contact Michael Steverson to set up an ad in both the newsletter and 
gailsgifthut@gmail.com Howards Flea Market “ : 
. M13,15,17,19 the club website. It will benefit both 
HOMOSASSA, FL. 34446 your business and our club. 


If your ad has a web address, or Etsy shop address, | have linked to it. 


Advertisers Are Needed 
Please help us find advertisers for the Rock Talk and our website. 
The monthly income from these ads is beneficial to the club. 
Both the Rock Talk and our website have more exposure than only club members. 
Contact club treasurer Janet Wheeler: ceecgirl|@tampabay.rr.com or 
send to: 
Withlacoochee Rockhounds 
PO Box 5634 Spring Hill, FL 34611-5634 
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Membership Form - 2024 


Withlacoochee Rockhounds 
Hernando County FL 


PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY 


Full Name 


Partner's Full Name 
* If both applying for membership 


Child’s Full Name 
* if under 18, and applying with parent 


Street Address 
City 
State / ZIP 


Phone Number 


Email 


Annual Membership Dues: (Returning Member? 


*Choose your of membershi 
eee a [] New Member? 


(1 Individual Membership $35.00/ea 
- ‘ If you are applying, for example, as husband, wife 
[] Individual Membership $38.00/ea and child (under 18), then fill in full name, partner’s 
[] Under 18 Membership $5.00/ea name and child’s name above. Then, choose two 
. individual memberships to the left, along with an 
[1 Under18Membership — $5.00/ea under 18 membership. 


Give this completed form, along with your check (made payable to “Withlacoochee 
Rockhounds”) or credit card for dues to Club Secretary Janet Wheeler at a club 
meeting. Or, you may mail the form to: 
Withlacoochee Rockhounds 
PO Box 
Spring Hill, FL 34611-5634 
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